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¢« The next edition of Orbit will be published in November 2010.
+Anyone can submit items for inclusion but news about Methodist §
sactivities at local and wider levels is particularly encouraged. °

. Photographs of children and vulnerable people can only be included ife

e consent has been obtained. .

« Please let me have your dates and items for inclusion in the next issue g

:by the end of October 2010. °

'Please send your material to the Editor, Mark Hargreaves, by post to o
. « Warren Farm House, Warren Road, Guildford GU1 2HF, or by email o :

. o to pmhargreaves@reedsmith.com. .

[ ]
+Many thanks to all those who have contributed to this edition and toe
¢ Maureen and Jane for putting it all together. o

GUILDFORD METHODIST CIRCUIT DIARY (CONT’D)

7.30pm Thursday 9th. December
Local Preachers and Worship Leaders Meeting at Stoughton Methodist Church

Saturday 18th. December
Time TBA - Epworth Choir at Guildford Cathedral
Retiring collection for Action for Children

7.30pm Wednesday 19th. January 2011
Fusion at Guildford Methodist Church

7.00pm Saturday 22nd. January
Merrow Methodist Church Quiz

7.30pm Wednesday 2nd. February 2011
Fusion at Guildford Methodist Church

6.30pm Sunday 13th. February 2011
Circuit Service with Patricia Cockrell (EAPPI) at Merrow Methodist Church

7.30pm Wednesday 16th. February 2011
Fusion at Guildford Methodist Church

7.30pm Thursday 17th. February 2011
Circuit Leadership Team Meeting at 2 Grove Road

7.30pm Wednesday 9th. March 2011
Circuit Meeting at TBA

7.30pm Thursday 10th. March 2011
Local Preachers and Worship Leaders Meeting at TBA

10.30am Saturday 2nd. April
District Synod at Kent College Pembury
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GUILDFORD METHODIST CIRCUIT DIARY (CONT’D)

7.30pm Wednesday 6th. October
Fusion ‘Storytelling: Ken Luxon’ at Guildford Methodist Church

6:30 pm Saturday 9th October 2010
One World Supper at Godalming United Church. Speaker: David Brennan.

7.30pm Saturday 16th. October
Organ Recital with Gillian Lloyd at Stoughton Methodist Church

7.30pm Wednesday 20th. October
Fusion ‘Hitting the Right Note: Gillian Brierley’ at Guildford Methodist
Church

7:30 pm Thursday 21st October 2010
Riding Lights Theatre Company at Godalming United Church, performance
of "Origins and Lemons"  Website: www.ridinglights.org

7.30pm Wednesday 3rd. November
Fusion ‘Unlocking the door: Mark Wakelin’ at Guildford Methodist Church

6.30pm Sunday 14th. November
Circuit Prayer Meeting at Wonersh United Reformed Church

7.30pm Wednesday 17th. November
Fusion ‘On the Streets: Andy Wheeler’ at Guildford Methodist Church

10.00am Tuesday 23rd. November
Circuit Property Committee at West Horsley Methodist Church

7.30pm Thursday 25th. November
Circuit Leadership Team Meeting at 2 Grove Road

7.30pm Wednesday 1st. December
Fusion ‘Advent-u-rous’ at Guildford Methodist Church
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LETTER FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

Dear Friends, 8 Eastgate Gardens
We have just returned from Lee Abbey, home to a Christian Community that
hosts a Conference, Retreat and Holiday Centre, set in 280 acres of farm and
woodland, overlooking the dramatic North Devon coast near Lynton. The
Community is an interdenominational Christian team of around 90
individuals and families.

Anne was on a course called ‘Faith, Music and Movies’ led by Dave Hopwood
and Simeon Wood, whilst I was on a course entitled ‘Walking Free: Going the
distance with God’ led by the Rev’d. Ruth Bushyager, studying John’s Gospel.
It was an excellent week, we both thoroughly enjoyed our time there, learnt
much from the courses, as well as having time to relax together. May I
wholeheartedly recommend Lee Abbey to you.

The Circuit Appraisal Group has now met with local church leadership in each
church in the Circuit. The overall feeling of the Group for the majority of the
Churches in the Circuit was very positive, with much optimism in evidence,
and many good things happening in Churches.

A number of things were identified where Churches need help from the
Circuit and these are to be addressed. Specifically the Circuit is to plan to
provide Church Stewards training, Worship Leader training, and arrange for
Housegroup leaders to meet to share best practice, share resources, identify
other resources already available and those still needed.

On the other hand, the Group wishes to encourage Churches to be actively
involved in the Circuit, particularly with those things identified in the above
paragraph and also considered it necessary for each Church to nominate
someone to be an active Circuit/Church Communications Person.

The Group has subsequently met with Rev’d. John Hellyer (Chair of District),

Rev’d. Graham Hindle (District Development Enabler), and Jenny Jackson

(District Lay Stationing Representative). All acknowledged that the ‘do
2



nothing is not an option’ of the previous Circuit Review must be addressed in
this Appraisal, and that future planning was essential. The situation with
regard to each Church was discussed in some detail, together with time spent
considering the implications of reducing the ministerial staffing (presbyter) by
one, when that should happen, how pastoral oversight should be rearranged,
and the consequential reduction in manses (all with issues) by one. The need
for communication was also stressed, specifically the need to report back to
Churches what is happening.

It seems to me that what is required is a change of mindset. It’s all too easy
for this to be seen as an exercise in managing decline, as opposed to it being
an opportunity to undertake some Fresh Expressions of Church. There is a
danger that we become so attached to buildings that this prevents us from
carrying out mission. We need to move from maintenance to mission. We
need a vision for the future which is not just about continuing to do things in
the way that they have always been done. We need to ask ourselves the
question, ‘What is God’s plan for the future of the eight worshipping
communities who are the Guildford Methodist Circuit?’

The Circuit Appraisal Group are to report back to the Circuit Leadership Team
on the 26th. August, with an interim report being prepared for the Circuit
Meeting on the 14th. September. Continue to pray for all those involved in the
process.

The Circuit has arranged a number of interesting events over the coming
months and I encourage you and your friends to put these dates in your
diaries:-

The Circuit Prayer Meetings are continuing on the second Sunday evening of
the month around the Circuit churches, except in the month when there is a
Circuit Service.

The new Circuit venture ‘Fusion’ has been very successful. This is a
midweek event based at Guildford Methodist Church every other Wednesday
evening and has been very well attended. The Autumn programme is arranged
and begins on the 22nd. September.

GUILDFORD METHODIST CIRCUIT DIARY

7.30pm Thursday 9th. September
Local Preachers and Worship Leaders Meeting at Cranleigh Methodist

10:00 am - 12:30 pm Saturday 11th September 2010
"Encircled in Care" meeting at Godalming United Church for pastoral visitors:
"Mental Health Issues".

6.00pm Sunday 12th. September
Circuit Prayer Meeting at Guildford Methodist Church

7.30pm Tuesday14th. September
Circuit Meeting at Stoughton Methodist Church

7.45pm Thursday 16th. September
Circuit Missions Committee at Shalford Methodist Church

10.00am Saturday 18th. September
District Synod at Redhill Methodist Church

10.00am to 4.00pm Saturday 18th. September
Book Sale and Cake Stall at Wonersh United Reformed Church

7.45pm Monday 20th. September
Fusion Planning Meeting at 8 Eastgate Gardens

7.30pm Wednesday 22nd. September
Fusion ‘The Pearl of Africa’ at Guildford Methodist Church

7.00pm Saturday 2nd. October
Barn Dance at Stoughton Methodist Church

6.30pm Sunday 3rd. October
Circuit Service with the Rev’d. John Hellyer at Stoughton Methodist Church
preceded by Circuit Tea at 5.00pm
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Come and sing
with Heartmusic!

Celebrating
Advent

kLA
A charity fund- cg%{:-jhﬁ%
raising event | N N
for BibleLands < o)
e!',.-:.\k.-G r:_\f"

Charity Number 1076329

Saturday 27" November 2010
8.00pm

St Lawrence Church, Chobham

Tickets £7 & £5 concessions
Family tickets (3 or more) £15

Advance tickets available from:

Heartmusic! tel: 020 8391 0985 and
BibleLands tel: 01689 858127

For further information please contact Hugh Bradley on 01483-505490.
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The next Circuit Service is at 6.30pm Sunday 22nd. August at Shalford
Methodist Church when the preacher will be the Guildford Town Centre
Chaplain, Rod Boreham.

The subsequent Circuit Service is at 6.30pm Sunday 3rd. October and will be
a rededication of the newly refurbished Stoughton Methodist Church when
the preacher will be the Rev’d. John Hellyer, Chair of South East District.
A Circuit Service has also been arranged for the New Year, at 6.30pm Sunday
13th. February 2011 at Merrow Methodist Church, when Patricia Cockrell
from the Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel
(EAPPI) will speak.

Sunbury Court Conference Centre is booked for the Circuit Weekend Away
14th. — 16th. October 2011 to be led by the Rev’d. Dr. Chris Blake, Principal
of Cliff College.

God bless,
Alan

Wonersh United Reformed Church
Invite your family and friends to

An all age Harvest Festival family Service
11.00am ~ 11.45am

Sunday 3rd October

Music by “The Pulpit brother and Sister” band
Refreshments served afterwards




CIRCUIT AWAY DAY - WAVERLEY ABBEY, JULY 17TH 2010

Over the last couple of years, an increasing number of events have taken place
enabling the churches of the Guildford Circuit to come together for worship
and recently prayer; as well as fellowship and fun around a common theme.
The most recent opportunity was held in July - the Music and Mission away
day, which brought together 60 people across the entire age spectrum, with
members from most of the circuit churches in the fabulous setting of
Waverley Abbey.

The title of the event and also our first session, was taken from a thesis (on
theology and music) written by Rev Ian Howarth, our Assistant District Chair
and minister in the Dorking and Horsham Circuit who together with Rosie his
daughter, led our thinking and used a range of musical skills and talents to
allow us to preview a new hymn book. Ian is part of the Methodist Church
Music Resources Group, which has brought together an extensive collection
of some 830 hymns, songs, psalms and canticles for use in worship.
Following approval at Conference in Portsmouth earlier in the month, the new
collection will be published in 2011 and launched at Conference with a Big
Sing next year.

We were encouraged to consider the importance and attraction of music in
society as well as church, and to think about how we used a variety of music
in different places. We also considered how in worship music can both include
those present as well as exclude even the most committed among us, unless
used with sensitivity and care. We had a session entitled ‘Singing the Faith’
which introduced us to the diversity and breadth of the new resource - each

5

Note the date — Wednesday, 22nd September (7.30-9.15 p.m.) at
Guildford Methodist Church, Woodbridge Road, and fortnightly
thereafter to 1st December.

Do join us and become part of “the blend”.

Sheena and Brian Treharne
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Wonersh United Reformed Church
Quiz Night in aid of C.H.A.S.E.
At Wonersh Scout HQ
Starts 7.00pm
Tuesday 5th October

Teams of Six,
Cost £6.50 per person
Payable on the night
Includes Bangers & Mash Supper

With Vegetarian alternative
Tea and coffee provided but feel free to

bring your own refreshments
Parking available in the Church car park

Please contact Chris Cozens on 01483 892579
or by email on candmcozens@tiscali.co.uk

to reserve a table
_8,%:@,@-‘@@‘&@fm‘@,f@,?@,f@,?@,f@:@,f@:@,f&f&f&f&?&@?@,@@,@f&@f&f@,@@?&@?&@&@@m@éﬁ%
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FUSION

Variety, it is said, is the spice of life and “Fusion” has been a fine
example of this. So what is “Fusion”? Our copy of the Concise
Oxford English Dictionary defines it as “the blending of different things
into one”.

“Fusion” came into being as a way of strengthening the connection
between the eight churches in the Guildford Methodist Circuit. Each
session was complete in itself so it did not matter if other
circumstances meant that we could not be present for each one.

The series of six programmes, which we so enjoyed during May, June
and July, provided a fine “blend” of different elements. They had
various “flavours”:- the first session, the “birth-day” of “Fusion” was
celebratory and coincided with the Superintendent’s wife’s birthday,
so for Ann it was a double celebration and a “fun evening” in which we
could all share. Subsequent sessions included a talk by an airport
chaplain, an introduction to contemporary worship, a “treasures”
evening, a personal reminiscence of the ups-and-downs of a journey
of faith and, lastly, an inspirational inter-active Bible Study.

All these evenings were well attended and over the whole summer
there were friends present from each of the Circuit’s churches. Each
event was very worthwhile and helpful, and we particularly
appreciated the half-hour at the beginning when we could mix,
socialize and make new friends from other churches while enjoying a
cup of coffee or tea.

We are delighted that a second series of sessions has now been
arranged. Programmes have been circulated to each church. If you
have not seen a copy (it is on a small card), ask your Minister or a
Steward. We believe you will not be disappointed.
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piece has been subjected to intense scrutiny thus ensuring that words and
sentiments are theologically sound and meet the requirements for inclusive
language in the 21st century. The variety of contributions included should
make the resource have wider than ‘just’ Methodist appeal. The words of
many hymns and songs will be familiar, others are settings of familiar words
set to new or different tunes, yet more are new words (some commissioned for
the purpose) set to both new and familiar music. Ian and Rosie encouraged us
to join with them and sing several of these — the examples used was such that
everyone enjoyed and appreciated most if not all of the pieces chosen.

| —= ! it £ N F |

Many of us recalled publication of other collections, most recently Hymns and
Psalms (Methodist) as well as the wide variety of other music resources used
in our various churches. The new collection will be different because of the
breadth of content. Speaking to one of our preachers it was good to learn that
she was delighted with the words of each of the pieces ‘tested” and would be
happy to include them all in worship even though they were generally
unfamiliar.

The fact that I had the opportunity to make new friends was important too.
Whilst being rooted in Methodism, I am still a relative newcomer to the
Guildford Circuit. Of course circuits are key to how local churches
experience connexionalism and this was reinforced during conversations with
my neighbour who I met for the first time at Waverley Abbey, during the
sessions. As we talked, our similar but different Methodist ‘histories’ made
me appreciate how we could so easily have met in other places at different
times over the years. We had shared experiences of life in a particular
multi-faith community which as we remembered, resulted in laughter whilst
queuing for refreshments.
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friendships as we walked ; L& ‘- -
in the grounds during our free time after lunch, before reconvening for our Hartanno Donizelld
final session, thinking through the practicalities and applicability of music as 1;., _
a resource for worship. R
The new collection will be published in ‘traditional’ book format — but it is
also planned to produce backing tracks and electronic ‘powerpoint’ type
material for use in worship. Ian stressed the importance of flexibility in
interpretation of the musical accompaniment if the music is to be both
harmonious and functional! In response to a question, lan was also able to
offer a helpful definition of the meaning of ‘hymns’ and ‘worship songs’ —
hymns being poetry set to music, whereas worship songs are generally words
and music created together which simply wouldn’t work if interchanged with
either other words or music. And it is extremely important for effective
worship music to be well led if it is to have credibility and meaning, a
challenge for us all!

Before leaving we shared in a time of worship, led by lan and Alan and using
some of the music we had sampled in the course of the day. It was an
interesting theme and a good opportunity to come together — will you join us
next time?

Jenny Jackson
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'‘Encircled in Care'

‘Mental Health'
Rev Paul Dean, Minister

Saturday 11th September

10.00am - 12.30pm

at Godalming United Church

Please telephone
01483 423419

by 7th September to book
your place.
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NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES
CRANLEIGH

We welcomed our minister Marie back from her
sabbatical at the beginning of June, just in time for
her to preside at our AGM on June 5! We are
pleased that she derived benefit from her time away
and received good news about her family in New
Zealand. After our meeting, we all relaxed over
supper, attempted John Cozens' quiz and enjoyed
entertainment. Thank you John.

This busy weekend continued with the Church Anniversary on June 6, when
our morning service was conducted by the chairman of Churches Together in
Cranleigh, Dr Colin Connolly. Colin, a licensed lay minister at the Parish
Church, encouraged us all for the difficult times ahead, using humour along
with exhortation.

The other anniversary we celebrate in summer is the Choir Anniversary. This
year on July 4 we were pleased to welcome back Rev. John Stedman, a former
Cranleigh Sunday School scholar and keen musician. John conducted both
services: the morning Communion (when the choir sang music by John Stainer
and two other anthems) and the evening Songs of Praise, when people chose
favourite hymns and in some cases, explained why they liked them.

Three members of our junior choir sang two songs at the morning service
conducted by Jane O'Leary on July 18. The youngsters are always very
welcome in church and we are grateful to those who train them on Friday
evenings. We hope to see them again at our Harvest Festival.

Summer coffee evenings in people's gardens are now in full swing and have
been more than usually enjoyed in the beautiful weather. These take place on
Wednesdays when the Wednesday Group activities have finished. Thank you
to all the hosts.



Perhaps the high spot of our summer activities was the Holiday Club for
children aged 5 — 9, this year in its sixth season. Its growing popularity was
indicated by the record number of applicants for places: indeed, there was a
waiting list! Children met, during the week (July 26 — 30) for two hours each
morning (10am — 12noon) in a transformed church. About fifteen adults, led
by Sheila Holmes, looked after thirty three children and thoroughly enjoyed
themselves, though they now need someone to provide a holiday for them!

The title of the themed club was 'Rocky's Plaice' (a sequel to last year's
'Seaside Rock'). The 'Rock’ of each title refers to Peter, whose story was
continued into his experiences as related in Acts. Brian Treharne played the
part of Peter and told about his friends in the Early Church: James, brother of
Jesus, Priscilla, John son of Zebedee, Dorcas and Cornelius. Through each
encounter, children heard about five essential characteristics of the early
Christians: hope; being filled with the Holy Spirit, faith, love and telling
others the Good News.

During the morning the children did a variety of crafts and quizzes, sang a
selection of songs, danced, played games and prayed. They also watched a
hilarious play set in a fish and chip restaurant (hence the pun of the title
'Rocky's Plaice'). Amongst many antics performed by three very talented
actors were egg-smashing, and chasing around the 'restaurant'!

On the Friday, parents, carers and/or grandparents joined children and adults
for the last half hour to see some of the activities the children had been doing
and to share refreshments, including cakes the children had made during the
week.

The Holiday Club would like to record their thanks to Cranleigh School and
the local branch of 'Seafare' for donations of money and appropriate paper
packaging.

Glenda Sewell

There were moments of fun - we all responded “agreed” when the
Lord Mayor asked if she could have David Gamble on her Council,
because we all did what he told us. Meeting old friends from other
districts, including David Coote, who is leaving the Channel Islands
and retiring to Midhurst, Tim Woolley, enjoying his new role in the
Northampton District, making use of the waterside facilities of
Portsmouth and the District meal in a French bistro.

The few frustrations included people who questioned why their
favourite hymn was not in the new collection, those wasting time by
repeating points (we got so behind that two coffee breaks were
cancelled and we had to work late one evening) and those calling for
a vote to be counted. | had been asked to act as lead scrutineer,
which meant | had to add up the votes counted by 16 people.
Conference sings a hymn while this is going on and the first time |
was only half-way through a close vote when silence descended —
oh, they’re waiting for me to give the result! Fortunately, the second
time the Vice-President invited them to talk amongst themselves
while | finished the task.

We were staying in University accommodation — things have changed
since | was a student — all single rooms with en-suite facilities and a
vast choice for breakfast. Lunch had sunk to “grab-a-bag” but ample
buffets were provided by AFC, Christian Aid and Methodist Homes
as an alternative at their fringe meetings.

The good weather helped to make this year’s Conference an
enjoyable experience.

Margaret Faulkner
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METHODIST CONFERENCE 2010

“And are we yet alive?” is how every Methodist Conference begins,
and this year in Portsmouth we demonstrated that the answer is a
resounding “Yes” with a mixture of high, inspiring moments,
contentious issues discussed constructively, difficult decisions agreed
and moments of fun and frustration. | attended this year’s
Conference, at Portsmouth Guildhall, as one of the representatives
for our District.

The high moments were the initial weekend celebrations when the
new President and Vice-President were inducted, the reception of a
large group of new ordinands to the ministry and diaconate, the
Ordination service that | attended in Portsmouth Cathedral. Also the
enthusiasm of Eunice Attwood, the Vice-President, that came across
in her address and in the ways that she chaired the business
meetings. The insightful address by the Archbishop of Canterbury
based on the differences between Petrine and Pauline styles of
leadership - the one inclined to impetuousness that could lead to
compromise and the other rule-based leading to confrontation. He
very cleverly related this to the working out of the Methodist/
Anglican Covenant, without saying which Church followed which
example!

The contentious issues included a measured debate about the
situation in Israel/Palestine, which | think showed Methodism at its
best. While not willing to respond to external pressures, we listened
to both sides of the argument but stuck with the report’s conclusions.
We were not saying that all Jews take a hostile approach to the
Palestinian issue but that the Israeli State certainly does, and their
beleaguered plight needs to be heard.

Difficult decisions included changes to the Ministers’ Pension
provisions, not all agreed, the closure of Wesley College at Bristol
and a stay on the decision to move the work of the Manchester
Office to London.
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GODALMING

“Bind us together, Lord,
Bind us together with cords
that cannot be broken......
Bind us together with love.”

GODALMING UNITED CHURCH
Methodist & United Reformed)
_o-'—ﬂ_::pE:p.gE

This summer we have been very much reminded of the “past, present and
future” in our Christian faith. On June 13th this was the theme for our
Church Anniversary guest-preacher Dr Adrian Bulley — Moderator of the
Wessex Synod of the United Reformed Church. With the children’s help
various “happenings” were sequenced into time-line order, and this led on
to the subtler concepts of the continuity of our faith and the timelessness of
our beliefs. When the children went out to their Weysiders Anniversary
activities (Junior Church) their theme was the “invitation to a banquet” in
Luke 14 — an anticipation of the splendid barbecue that was later shared
outside in the sunshine by over 100 attenders (strawberries & cream and a
bouncy castle being welcome contemporary add-ons to the Biblical
banquet!)

We were reminded once more of “past, present and future” when two of our
members, Malcolm & Margaret Wilson, celebrated their Golden Wedding in
July. Their eloquent guest-preacher was their son-in-law Michael Hunt —
son of two other long-standing GUC members, Margaret and Michael Hunt.
Many fondly recall Michael as a member of our Junior Church ..... and now
he is a father of four, training for the Ministry.

So the past has shaped the present, and the present in turn shapes the future.
We give thanks for the bonds that unite us with those who have gone before

us and with the younger generation now in our care.

Nancy Wilks
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MERROW

Darlene returns from her sabbatical at the beginning of August and the first
few days will provide opportunities for exchanges of news and experiences at
the Church Council meeting and at Lyn Mckay’s house group (tea in the
garden, weather permitting).

Among other things Darlene will discover handsome louvered blinds to assist
in comfortable viewing of the projector screen and the imminent arrival of
improved projection equipment.

it is a pleasure to have retired minister Barrie Tabraham and his wife Joan,
with us at Merrow. We look forward to a long, happy association with them.

Another retired minister in our midst is the much-loved Robert Salmon and in
this publication we include a photograph of him cutting the celebration cake
at our Church Anniversary in June.

We are pleased that Lyn Mckay has been accepted to train as a local preacher.
in the autumn her successful house group will be studying the booklet
“Angels” by Douglas Connelly.

for the past few years Sheila Shackleton has masterminded the decoration of
the Church and has had many imaginative styles. this year the theme is “Food
mentioned in the Bible.”Thought is being given to the displays and a welcome
banner for the outside of the Church has been ordered.

Action for Children fund-raising continues to thrive, thanks to the enthusiasm
and drive of Suzanne Burnham. the house-to-house collection raised £1321.62,
with £182 coming from special pew envelopes plus £45 from the cake stall
held on AFC Sunday. You are all reminded of the Cream Tea for the AFC at
3pm on Saturday 14th August at The Manse, 8 Eastgate Gardens, Guildford.

We are fortunate to have three new Leaders for our Brownies in September.
They are Thora Thorsdottir, who will be Brown Owl, Sonya Graham, who
will be Snowy Owl and Donna Allibone, who will be Tawny Owl.
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Tuesday 5th October Our Charity Quiz night with Sausage and Mash
supper in aid of CHASE 7.00pm at the Scout Hut - teams of six
contact 01483 892579

Sunday 5th December Annual Toy Service and Christingle family Service
11.00am Music by “the Pulpit Brothers and Sister”

Chris Cozens
tel 01483 892579
email candmcozens@tiscali.co.uk

g T T T e
Another Huge Second hand Book Sale
And Cake stall

in the Church meeting rooms and the Scout hut

Saturday 18th September
10.00am - 4.00pm

Dealers strictly 9.00am

Refreshments served all day
All proceeds in aid of Church renovations
For more information or to donate books
please telephone 01483 892579
or email
candmcozens@tiscali.co.uk



We at Wonersh were privileged to be able to help Shalford Methodist Church
organise an open air songs of Praise Service by the duck pond at Shalford on
June 20th. The Hymns were accompanied by “Sounding Brass” a wonderful,
local brass quintet. Jim Kemp introduced the hymns and prayers were led by
the Rev John Cruse for the Parish Church and Thelma Roberts for the
Methodist circuit.

Jim also arranged for a hot air balloon to do a fly past — Now that is what I call
planning!

! (. 3 il
You can contact Sounding Brass via their website

Dates for your diaries

Saturday 18th September Used book sale and cake stall at Wonersh URC
10.00am — 4.00pm

Sunday 3rd October Harvest Festival Youth Service - Music by “the Pulpit
Brothers and Sister”
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Guildford Town East District Girlguiding is holding a Centenary Camp for
Brownies and Guides at Chingford, Essex. Six of our Brownies and three
helpers, Thora, Glenys and Suzanne, will join them during the August Bank
Holiday weekend.

Merrow Methodists love their walking group and associated activities.
Another successful year of fun and fellowship concluded with a picnic in
Shalford after a walk led by Roy Vinall.

Further afield, a walking weekend was enjoyed in the Lake District in May,
staying at the Windermere URC Centre, thanks to the organisation of Ruth
McCulloch.

As usual, spurred on by Margaret Woolcock, a group joined in the London
Unlock Walk. Jenny Jackson wrote an interesting article for our magazine
last month. I am certain that it will be of interest to a wider readership so most
of the article is reprinted after this piece since you may wish to join in next
year.

We give thanks for all the strengths, talents and enthusiasms of our members.

Iris Walker
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At Sunday School they were learning how God created
everything, including human beings.
2 Johnny was especially intent when the teacher told him how
Eve was created out of one of Adam's ribs.

Later in the week his mother noticed him lying down as

though he were ill, and said,

"Johnny, what is the matter?"

Johnny responded, "l have pain in my side.
| think I'm going to have a wife."
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WONERSH UNITED REFORMED CHURCH

www.urc.org.uk for national information
or www.guildfordmethodistcircuit.org.uk
for news of our church and other local partners

News and views from the pews

With the church in use every day by the preschool, our new bigger car park is
always very busy and with three weddings taking place in our Church in
August you will begin to see why we have been focussing on getting the
Church to look at its welcoming best - A new coat of paint here and there, lead
light windows renovated, and then with the gardens looking at their very best
we are sure that, should you come to any of our services or community events
you too will feel it has all been worthwhile.

Robert Salmon cuts the Celebration Cake,
made by Megan Swayne, at the 55th
Church Anniversary.

Pictured- Lead light windows back in and finishing work being done on the
wood work . Very handy having the Cherry picker on site as it enabled me to
clearout those unreachably high gutters too!
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WEST HORSLEY

Our plans for rebuilding the Wesley Room are going well. We were most
grateful for the grant from the Circuit and, more recently, from the District; we
are also following up other opportunities. The trees behind the Wesley Room
are being taken down, so we begin to feel that we are on our way.

Two of our members (it would have been three had suitable wheelchair access
been available) attended the Circuit Away Day at Waverley Abbey, led by the
Reverend Ian Howarth , on the subject of Music and Mission. Following this,
we devoted our July House Group to discussing the part played by music in our
own services. We are fortunate in having four talented organists and we
became more aware and appreciative of the time and effort which they put into
the choice of appropriate music used throughout the service, quite apart from
leading the hymn singing and choosing the most suitable tunes. We also talked
about the forthcoming new Hymn Book and the importance of learning
modern hymns and using them in worship.

We postponed Action for Children Sunday until we had a Local Arrangement
Sunday. We took advantage of the excellent material provided by AFC. AFC
is our main charity and we raise approximately £1200 per year. This includes
House-House collections which this year raised £642 (not including Gift Aid).

We have made use of MRDF material in our Bible Study group. We are
currently using their booklet entitled “What does the Bible say about Power?”’

in which Bible readings are followed by challenging discussion questions.

We look forward to welcoming Lyn McKay to West Horsley in October when
she will be leading her first service since being given a note to preach.

Fortunately we have had no crises during Darlene’s absence, but we very much
look forward to her return in August.

Ruth Isaac
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UNLOCK

This was the first time [ was able to experience the fellowship of the event as
it almost always clashes with Synod and by way of personal reflection, I want
to share a little of the impact it had on me.

The annual walk organised by UNLOCK (which runs local projects in other
large cities as well) is the main fundraising activity for this small national
organisation which seeks to work in deprived urban areas by showcasing
ministry which is growing in those areas. Churches in more affluent areas
such as Guildford are provided with the opportunity to support inner city
Christians facing the challenge of enabling people from urban areas grow in
faith, often by expressing this in different and innovative ways.

Each year the walk takes participants on a pilgrimage around a different part
of London and a couple of years ago we welcomed the Rev. David Ashby to
our pulpit to speak of his work at the Deptford Mission. His church had
previously been visited by members of our congregation during an Unlock
walk.

This year we had the opportunity to discover seven churches in Newham and
Tower Hamlets as well as see close up part of the Olympic sports facilities
currently under construction in the area. We were welcomed to each church
on our journey with refreshments and had the opportunity to see some of the
work going on in that place.

The photo in Merrow magazine last month was taken during our second stop,
in Highway Church, Stratford a former ‘revivalist’ Methodist church in the
era of Sankey and Moody, often hosting services of up to 7,000 worshippers.
By 1936, the small Methodist congregation, numbering 300, met in then newly
refurbished premises close to the current site. In 2001, Barratts Home
developed a building plan including the site of that church, which by then had
a declining membership. Following consultation about their future, the
members asked Barratts to provide them with a bigger modern facility in
return for their prime site land. Their new building, which was cost-neutral,
now includes a large multi-purpose worship space with all possible
technology included, a variety of meeting rooms and all the usual facilities.
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In addition to worship, regular work supported by the worshipping commu-
nity includes Street Pastors; Funky Fridays Kids Club (hosting 30-70 kids each
week); Family Contact, working with many families; Alongside U supporting
people living with HIV in East London; and training for people using the
Urban Mission Toolkit.

Other churches visited included St. Paul’s Old Ford, refurbished 15 years after
closure as a result of the vision of an architect called in to explore the
feasibility of developing the site for luxury flats. The church is now open daily
and provides a worship area, community centre including cafe, centre for
education and the arts, a therapy space and a fitness facility. Bromley-by Bow,
Church in Community, a URC church started to engage with the community
25 years ago and is now home to local artists, people with disabilities, a
nursery, café and a GP facility: all working alongside the quiet space set aside
for prayer throughout the week, and of course Sunday worship. The premises
of a former Salvation Army Citadel in Stratford, which closed due to
declining membership in 2000, have been reopened as a mission plant by two
young SA officers. This provides a sports ministry, schools ministry, Bible
studies and fellowship groups for local people, and in the absence of a core
membership, supports other churches by making its space available for their
use. The SA officers, who were expecting their second child when we met
them, live and work their ministry together and were passionate about
developing relationships with their local community and open to serve God in
very practical ways.

We also shared in the joy of a huge group of family and friends when we
arrived at the end of a baptism service for about six youngsters in St. Anthony’s
Roman Catholic Church in Forest Gate. The church is also full of pilgrims
each Tuesday, when it welcomes groups of Hindus from India who apparently
share a great devotion to St. Anthony! At the time of writing, St. John’s Church
in Stratford will be hosting a Mission called ‘The Ultimate Goal’ timed to
coincide with the World Cup in South Africa. Eighteen local Churches will
share in this mission as part of their preparation for the London Olympics in
2012.

The other church visited was Woodgrange Baptist Church, also in Forest Gate
situated close to where I worshipped as a child and adolescent. This church is
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STOUGHTON

Rev. Barrie Tabraham led us in celebrating our 115th Church Anniversary
which was about the last service we were able to hold before moving into the
main hall as the refurbishment began.

It was strange to see the sanctuary looking so bare without the pews and organ
which had been so much a part of Stoughton Church for so long. On looking
around at the emptiness I was, however, struck by the fact that the cross still
remained hanging high on the wall, a constant, comforting reminder of God’s
presence.

Just over 4 years ago Joyce and John Phillips set up a couple of tables in the
church to sell unwanted good-as-new items and books to raise funds for Ac-
tion for Children and Junior Mission for All. Eventually books took over the
tables and we now have a mini library! To date over £1500 has been raised for
the charities and congratulations and thanks must go to Joyce and John for set-
ting up this project and thanks also to everyone who has contributed and given
support.

Louise Mitchell holds two monthly Crafting Clubs on Saturdays. All levels of
ability are welcome and all materials are provided. If you would be interested

in a bit of fun and a chat give Louise a ring for more information on 01483
232956.

We are looking forward to welcoming District Chair Rev. John Hellyer when
he comes to lead the Circuit Service here in October. The service will include
a dedication following the refurbishment which is now well on the way to
being completed. It would be lovely to see the new chairs filled not only by
our own Church members, but with friends from around the Circuit too! We
will be serving tea from 4.30 p.m. so please join us if you can.

Linda Macbeth
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Our regular activities in the Church hall continue :

Chat mornings on the first Monday of the month

Bible Study groups every second Tuesday of the month at 2.30
Parent and Toddler Group every Wednesday at 10 during term time
Thursday coffee mornings from 10 to 12

We are looking forward to hosting the Circuit Service at 6.30pm on 22
August, when Rod Boreham, Guildford Town Centre Chaplain will be
preaching.

On Saturday 4 September 10 -12 noon a Table Top Sale will be held in the
Church Hall — enquiries to Nancy Smith (tel. 534920).

Our Harvest Festival will take place at 10.30 am on 10 October.

The Christmas Fair will be in the Church hall on Saturday 13 November 10 am
to 1 pm.

We are also looking forward to a musical evening with the Onslow Singers on
Wednesday 24 November — details available nearer the time.

Eurios Kemp

1st Wonersh Scout Group needs you!
web site  www.1stwonershscouts.org.uk

We are in urgent need of additional help,
both leaders and helpers are required.
Come and join us.

If you are interested, then contact the Group Scout Leader
on his email address gsl@1stwonershscouts.org.uk
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now opposite a Sikh Gurdwara, as well as being close to Hindu temples and a
Shi’a mosque. The population is booming with 70,000 more people registered
with GPs than apparently live in the area according to local government
statistics! The challenge to the Christian Church is immense and this small
Baptist church is about to open its doors to two new ventures — a befriending
project for older people and a Kick London Football Academy for the younger
age group.

The purpose of the Unlock London walk is fundraising to support projects such
as these with small grants. It is also fun and provides those of us who wish to
and are able, to discover and experience new ways of being church. Like those
in the churches we visited, we have demands on our pockets. However in these
unsettled times the need is immense in deprived inner city areas. Whilst
Unlock will always willingly receive gifts throughout the year, maybe next
year we at Merrow can emphasise the primary function of the walk which is
not for solely our enjoyment but rather to support the work of God in our cap-
ital city and allow ourselves to be challenged by the experiences we witness
along the way. Can we take the opportunity next year to use this walk as part
of our Christian response to mission at home?

Jenny Jackson

The Unlock Walk Group
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This is the picture of the Lenten Cross mentioned in the Merrow News item
in the last edition of Orbit. Orbit apologises for missing the picture out
before.
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r SHALFORD

| | We were saddened by the death at the end of May of Tegwen
4 Perks, a loyal, long-standing member of this Church, and one
| of the founders of our very popular Thursday coffee mornings.

| Tegwen was also President of the Guildford and District
~I7 Welsh Society. Tegwen’s wisdom and great sense of fun will
be missed by all who knew her.

The open air Songs of Praise held on Shalford Common by
the pond on the beautiful, warm, sunny evening of Sunday
20th June proved a great success. The three participating
churches of St. Mary’s, Wonersh United Reformed Church and
Shalford Methodist Church were well represented, and friends from other
churches and the village swelled the congregation to 65. Jim Kemp of this
Church introduced the service, and words and prayers were said by Rev John
Cruse and Mrs Thelma Roberts of the URC. Local brass quintet Sounding
Brass provided the music for the extensive programme of hymns, which
included “Will your anchor hold”, “Guide me Oh thou great Jehovah” and
“And can it be”, and also played several pieces of their own. Refreshments
were served after the service in the Methodist church hall. Thanks are due to
all who assisted in the planning and the execution, including choosing the
hymns, publicising the event, printing the programmes, carrying chairs,
guiding people safely across the road, baking cakes, and making the tea — the
list goes on. Special thanks to Rev John Cruse and Mrs Thelma Roberts, and
last but not least to the congregation who sang with gusto and made it such an
enjoyable occasion. It is very much hoped that this will be the first of many
similar outdoor services. Next time we will ensure that we get the dates right
and that it won’t coincide with Claire’s holiday!

On 3 July our annual Garden Party was a happy occasion, and again we
enjoyed lovely weather. Tea, cakes and conversation were enjoyed. Many
thanks to all who helped out, including Nancy’s young grand-daughter
Samantha who expertly served up scones, strawberries and cream.
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